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ISLAND Arts Centre Mayor’s Carnival 2010
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Thousands Go with the Flow at Lisburn City Mayor’s Carnival 2010 – Lagan Life on Saturday

Thousands flowed through Lisburn on Saturday to celebrate the Lisburn City Mayor’s Carnival 2010 – Lagan Life.

The theme of this year’s Parade Lagan Life, celebrated the importance of the Lagan to Lisburn, the city’s people, its cultural diversity, history, environment and its vision for the future. 

Bright mobile sculptures, flamboyant floats created a kaleidoscope of colour.  The parade included work and performances from some of Ireland’s leading carnival companies Buí Bolg, LUXe, The Workhouse Studios and Streetwise. 

Among the sights wowing parade revelers were the specially commissioned floats nodding to Lisburn’s rich linen heritage: including a large-scale model of THE “LORD HERTFORD” Canal Barge representing the opening ceremony of the Lagan Canal in 1763, a large-scale spinning wheel epitomising the great skill of Lisburn artisans both past and present and a huge Salmon.  This great fish symbolized the clean-up of the River Lagan and reintroduction of Salmon to the natural river environment is Lisburn.    
Sizzling samba rhythms, high energy acoustic dance music and rthymic marching bands got spectators feet moving to the carnival beat.  The bright spectacle of stilt walkers and street performers weaved their larger than life creations and adrenaline-boosting escapades throughout the parade.  While elaborately dressed carnival dancers added spice, Latin energy and vibrancy to the procession.
The Parade also featured the talents of over 800 local Schoolchildren, community and voluntary groups who spent months making carnival structures, and costumes for the pageant through ISLAND Arts Centre’s Carnival Workshops.  

A delighted Mayor of Lisburn, Councilor Allan Ewart, said: "Mayor’s Carnival is a much-loved feature in Lisburn’s Civic calendar.  It is a vibrant showcase of culture that brings the city to life.  This year’s event delivered a memorable day to the delight of children and adults alike.”
Funds raised from this year’s Mayor’s Carnival go to the official Mayoral charity, TinyLife- Northern Ireland's premature and vulnerable baby charity, dedicated to reducing premature birth, illness, disability and death in babies born here.
Thanking everyone who made Carnival 2010 such a huge success His Worshipful the Mayor said, “there’s obviously a team of organisations who work together to deliver Mayor’s Carnival   I’d like to thank everyone who made this year a great occasion.”
The parade began at ISLAND Arts Centre, wound through the city centre before coming to conclusion at Wallace Park where an afternoon of carnival celebrations continued.  Fantastic festivities at the Park included fun-packed activities for adrenalin seekers, sports lovers and those looking to ease into the afternoon with live entertainment.
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                ISLAND Arts Centre is a Lisburn City Council Facility
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